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The European Union numbers 15 Member
States: 15 different nations determined to
shape their future closely together. Over 
period of enlargement of 40 years, they have,
together, built a zone of peace, stability,
progress and solidarity.  The European Union is
a model for overcoming conflict and promoting
reconciliation through close co-operation to
achieve common goals, while respecting
national sovereignty and territorial integrity. But
the EU is not focused on itself: its ambition is to
share its achievements and its values with
countries and peoples beyond its borders.
The European Commission is the EU’s
executive body.

17 December 2002

ASB Croatia signs reconstruction contracts with 15 families living in
collective centres in Serbia

Within its EU-funded CARDS 2001 programme, the Arbeiter-Samariter-Bund (ASB)
is reconstructing 1,000 housing units in the Republic of Croatia along with technical,
social and economic infrastructure. One of the main priorities of ASB is the
assistance to refugees, particularly the ones who are still living in collective centres in
the Republic of Serbia.

On 18 December, 2002 ASB signed 15 reconstruction contracts and design studies
with future returnee families. The signing was held at the Skupština opštine Stari
Grad, Makedonska Street bb in Belgrade. The Signing Ceremony was opened by Ms
6DQGD 5DãNRYLü0,YLü/ WKH +HDG RI WKH 6HUELDQ &RPPLVVDULDW IRU 5HIXJHHV1 0V
5DãNRYLü0,YLü gave a warm speech greeting the ASB beneficiaries and congratulating
them on their decision to return to their pre-war homes in Croatia. On behalf of the
EHQHILFLDULHV/ 0U (XUR 9UDQHãHYLü IURP 'RQML ýDJOLü/ /LSLN WKDQNHG WKH $6% IRU WKHLU
assistance.

The beneficiary group includes three families currently living in collective centres of
2EUHQRYDF/ âLPDQRYFL DQG 3DOLü1 ,Q WRWDO/ 48 IDPLOLHV ZLOO QRZ EH DEOH WR UHWXUQ WR
eight municipalities in Western Slavonia.

Since 1996, ASB/EC has implemented ¼ 89 PLOOLRQ ZRUWK RI (80IXQGHG SURMHFWV LQ
the Republic of Croatia, reconstructed more than 3,067 destroyed housing units and
carried out numerous projects in the field of public, social and economic
infrastructure as well as mine-clearance.
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