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The European Union numbers 25 Member 
States: 25 different nations determined to 
shape their future closely together. Over a 
period of enlargement of 40 years, they have, 
together, built a zone of peace, stability, 
progress and solidarity.  The European Union is 
a model for overcoming conflict and promoting 
reconciliation through close co-operation to 
achieve common goals, while respecting 
national sovereignty and territorial integrity. But 
the EU is not focused on itself: its ambition is to 
share its achievements and its values with 
countries and peoples beyond its borders.  
The European Commission is the EU’s 
executive body. 
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ASB organised a seminar in Neum 

 
A German non-governmental organisation Arbeiter-Samariter-Bund (ASB) under the 
CARDS 2003 Programme of the European Commission in Bosnia and Herzegovina 
(BiH), is currently implementing the integrated return projects IRP-1-SA (Municipality 
of Centar, Novo Sarajevo and Novi Grad), IRP-2-SA (Goražde, Stari Grad, Ilidža and 
Visoko) and IRP-4-NW (Bihać, Prijedor and Sanski Most). A so-called “Initial 
Training” is planned in the project methodology of above-mentioned projects and it is 
related to introduction of a comprehensive ”Manual for Implementation of Integrated 
Return Projects”. This manual was elaborated by ASB in close co-operation with the 
European Commission, a Supervisory of the European Commission (AHT Group 
A.G), and all local authorities.  

Manual is designed in two volumes: the first volume elaborates the implementation 
procedure related to implementation of integrated return projects while the second 
volume contains a necessary accompanying documentation which supports the 
implementation procedures. Furthermore, this manual is fully in accordance with 
relevant regulations in BiH and procedures of the European Commission and it 
represents a solid empiric foundation for implementation of the same and similar 
projects in the future (which will be carried out by the local authorities itselves). It also 
provides a possibility for fast and quality training of new staff who will work on these 
and similar issues on the basis of available procedures clearly defined in the manual.   

In the light of above-mentioned, “Initial Training” for 140 participants which includes a 
detailed introduction of the “Manual for Implementation”, was organised through a 
seminar entitled “Presentation of a Manual for Implementation of Integrated Return 
Projects in BiH”. The seminar was held in organisation of ASB in Neum on Monday, 
21 February 2005 until Friday, 25 February 2005 in the hotel “Stela”. 
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